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Hello to our Cousins, Kin, and 
Other Readers, 

This copy of the HFFA NEWS is being sent 
to everyone who was on the roster in 2009.  
If you have not renewed your dues for 2010 
yet, please do so.  Your name will be 
removed from the roster unless you send in 
your renewal.   

Dues are still only $25 per year.  Make out a 
check for $25  (made out to HFFA) for each 
year that you want to pay.  Many of us pay 
for a few years in advance.   Send your 
renewal to our Membership Chair, Marti 
Frye,  308 Bellevue Plantation Rd., 
Lafayette, LA  70503.   

The next Newsletter and the HFFA Journals 
will only be sent to those who are on the 
roster for 2010.  

In the November Newsletter, I mentioned 
that I signed up for DNA testing with 
FamilyTreeDNA.com. There were a lot of 
offerings.  I chose the 67 marker test for Y-
DNA (father, grandfather, great grandfather, 
etc)  AND the mtDNA (mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, etc.)   

So far there have been NO matches on the 
Y-DNA test.   Other members have had 
good success with this test, but not me, yet.   

On the mtDNA test I have thousands of 
matches.  BUT, we are informed (and 
warned) that this test can go back 52 

generations or more for a match.  That 
would take us into the Dark Ages.   

I have been in contact with some of the 
people with whom I have a match.  So far 
our family lines do not seem to link up.  
Apparently, I am in something called HAPLO 
Group K, which covers most of Europe with 
threads that extend into Russia, Mongolia, 
and other distant places.  Most of the 
Ashkenazi Jews are in HAPLO Group K and 
I have been in contact with someone from 
that faith.  Another respondent has family 
lines originating in Gdansk, Poland. Another 
person can trace their maternal side back 
500 years, entirely in Iceland.    

My mother’s, mother side is French 
Canadian. There might be a lot of matches, 
but it doesn’t look like they will be easy to 
trace. 

Trying to find the link for these diverse 
groups of people will require much research 
and a lot of luck.   

On my father’s father side (the Speers) an 
interesting revelation has occurred.  I had 
always considered the Speers to be of 
German origin.  The Y-DNA test indicates a 
stronger link to Britain, Ireland, and Scotland 
with only a weak link to Germany.  I’m 
hoping to eventually be informed of a match 
on the Y-DNA test. 

              Mike Speers  
   Chardon, OH                                                                

          

HFFA   NEWS 
A Publication of the Heinrich Frey Family Association 

Published Quarterly –  

Last week in February, May, August, and November 

www.hfrey.org 

HFFA NEWSLETTER – Vol. 15,  Issue #1,  February ­  2010 

 



  2 

RECORD KEEPING: 

Email Changes and/or Corrections 

Phil Frye:  
plfrye@iowatelecom.net 

Jean Scheer:  
mnjscheer@yahoo.com 

Bobbye Streightoff:  
BobbyeMiniard@yahoo.com 

 

New Address: 

Lynn Vitasek 

6911 State Highway 161, Apt. 138 
Irving, TX   75039-2427 
Ph.  972 506 3033 
email:  lynnv2@yahoo.com 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 

William E. Calohan, III  

(Anne A.) 

572 Calohan Rd. 
Rustberg, VA  24588 
Ph.  434 821 6415 

Nina Calohan Thomas 

(Robert L.) 

711 Calohan Rd. 
Rustberg, VA  24588 
email:  ninaandbick@gmail.com 

 

Barbara Fisher 

(William) 

106 North Point School Rd. 
Waynesboro, VA  22980 
email:  Fisher4749@msn.com 

Joyce McKay 

(Frederick) 

419 Mosby St. 
Winchester, VA  22601 
email: Joycemckay@verizon.net 

Returning Members: 
Frank Butcher 

(Linda C. Filfe:  Heinrich -> Benjamin -> 
Abraham . . .) 

237 Ilfrey St. 
Baytown, TX  77520-1053 
email:  frank.butcher@comcast.net 

 

Mark Friden 

15 Leonard Dr. 
Star Lake, NY 13690-3105 
email: unionpoint@yahoo.com 

 

Dennis J. Frey 

(Melody) 

31 Thomas Rd. 
Granville, OH  43023-9566 
Ph:  740 587 4883 
email:  ddennis39@yahoo.com 

 

Marriage: 
Dr. Helena Pasieka was married to Dr. 
Prashant Chittiboina on 13 Oct 2009.  She is 
the daughter of Anne Pasieka and the 
ggggggggg granddaughter of Heinrich 
Frey. 

                      Anne  Wilson Pasieka 

                       Arlington Heights, IL 
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Deaths: 

Martha Lancaster Early 

Age 93 of Wardensville, WV, died 11 Jan 
2010.  She was a very special first cousin of 
Martha Bradfield and a great 
granddaughter of Isaac and Mary M. Frye. 

 

Francis James “Jim” Schafroth 

(7 Oct 1928 – 1 Feb 2010)   

Age 81 of LaVerne, OK.  He was the 
husband of Velma Allamae Fry, also of 
LaVerne, OK and formerly of Bourbonnais, 
IL.   

Jim could fix and repair anything that had 
parts.  He did many interesting things 
including panning for gold for a living.   

Patricia Ann Frye 

(12 Jun 1939 – 26 Dec 2009) 

Age 70 of Bussey, iowa.  She was the wife 
of Phillip L. Frye, md. 12 Jun 1959.  
Parents Andrew Jackson and Ruby Thelma 
(Miller) Blackman.  They were blessed with 
two children: Carrie and Keith.  She was a 
farm wife, helping Phil with everyday farming 
duties.   

She was a member of the United Methodist 
Women.  She enjoyed reading and cooking, 
and she especially enjoyed spending time 
with her family.  She is survived by her 
husband Phillip, daughter Carrie of Bussey, 
and five grandchildren: Andrew Frye, Holly, 
Ashley, Brittany, and Katelyn Morgan. 

She is preceded in death by her parents and 
son Keith. 

Dorothy Jean Hill (1936 – 28 Jan 2010) 

Age 74, of Scottsdale, AZ.  She is survived 
by daughter Susan Shaw Doll (Jon) and son 
Kirk Elwood Shaw.  Her sister is HFFA 
member Ruth Rasmussen and Mary 
Hansen.  Dorothy was a teacher and also a 
real estate salesperson. 

 New Member Lineage: 
William E. Calohan, III 

Heinrich Frey 1663-1734 / 
       Anna Catherine Levering 1673-? 
 
Benjamin Frey 1693-1753 /Christena  
 
Jacob Fry 1726-1808 / Molly 
 
Joseph Fry 1769-1805 / 
            Elizabeth Hotsipiller 1870-? 
 
Joseph P Fry 1799-?  
               Elizabeth Moss c1805-? 
 
Jessie P Fry 1841-1921 
            Emma V. Hatfield 1846-1929 
 
Nina V. Fry 1877-1949 
      Lawrence E. Calohan 1874-1954 
William E. Calohan 1899-1993 
       Marion Arthur 1900-1987 
 
William E. Calohan Jr. 1931-  
        Nancy Caroll Wooldridge 1931- 
 
William E. Calohan, III 1953-    
         Anne H. Allen 1957 
 
 
Nina Calohan Thomas 
 
Heinrich Frey(1663-1734) –   
      Anna Catharine Levering (1673-) 
 
Benjamin Frey (c1693-1753) – Christena  
 
Jacob Fry (1726-1808) – Molly ? 
 
Joseph Fry (1769-1805)  
      Elizabeth Hotsinpiller (25 Jan 1870-) 

–  
Joseph Presley Fry (1799-) – 
       Elizabeth Moss (c1805-) 
 
Jessie Pugh Fry (12 Oct 1841-2 Jun 1921)  
       Emma Virginia Hatfield ( 27 Nov         
1846-29 Jan 1929) 
 
Nina Virginia Fry (13 Apr 1877- 2 Jun 1949) 
– 
       Lawrence Edgar Calohan (18 Feb 1874-
2 Jun 1954) 
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William Earl Calohan (17 Apr 1899- 29 Aug 
1993) –  
      Marion Arthur (12 Feb 1900-12 May 
1987) 
 
Nina Marcella Calohan (13 Aug 1939- 
living) – 
       Robert Lowell Thomas (24 Sep 1935- 
living) 
************************************************** 
Barbara Fisher 

Heinrich & Levering 
Benjamin & ? 
Jacob Frye (1726 in Perkiomen, 
Philadelphia Co., PA - 25 Feb 1808 in 
Shenandoah Co., VA) md. Mary "Molly" Frye 
in 1752 
 
Joseph Fry (1767 - 1808) md (11 Mar 1794) 
Elizabeth Hotsenbeiler (1770 - 1858) They 
are buried in the Smith Family graveyard 
near Coalmine in Shenandoah Coutny, VA 
 
Rebecca Fry (28 Jan 1801 -  ) md (26 Sep 
1824)  
 Hiram R. Mowrey (1799 - ) 
 
Hiram Andrew Jackson Mowrey (13 Dec 
1827 - ) md (9 Feb 1864) Margaret A. 
Hoffman (29 Jan 1830 - 6 May 1876)  buried 
in St. John's Lutheran Church Cemetery, 
Frederick Co., VA 
 
William Jackson Mowrey (19 Dec 1866 - ) 
md 3 Apr 1890 Lillie Belle Ogden (1871 - 
1958) buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery, 
Winchester, VA 
 
Hugh Jackson Mowrey married Virginia 
Marie Randall on 24 Nov 1915. 
 
Wilfred Elwood Mowrey married Mildred 
Elizabeth Parrish on 6 Jul 1948. 
 
Barbara Jean Mowrey married William 
Richard Fisher on 22 Jun 1967. 

Joyce McKay 

Heinrich & Levering 
Benjamin & ? 
Jacob Frye (1726 in Perkiomen, 
Philadelphia Co., PA - 25 Feb 1808 in 

Shenandoah Co., VA) md. Mary "Molly" Frye 
in 1752 
 
Joseph Fry (1767 - 1808) md (11 Mar 1794) 
Elizabeth Hotsenbeiler (1770 - 1858) They 
are buried in the Smith Family graveyard 
near Coalmine in Shenandoah Coutny, VA 
 
Rebecca Fry (28 Jan 1801 -  ) md (26 Sep 
1824)  
 Hiram R. Mowrey (1799 - ) 
 
Hiram Andrew Jackson Mowrey (13 Dec 
1827 - ) md (9 Feb 1864) Margaret A. 
Hoffman (29 Jan 1830 - 6 May 1876)  buried 
in St. John's Lutheran Church Cemetery, 
Frederick Co., VA 
 
William Jackson Mowrey (19 Dec 1866 - ) 
md 3 Apr 1890 Lillie Belle Ogden (1871 - 
1958) buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery, 
Winchester, VA 
 
Charles Edward Mowrey (2 Oct 1894 - 8 Apr 
1950) md Frenchie Catharine Miller, buried 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Middleton, VA 
 
Lottie Ilene Mowrey (14 Apr 1920 Frederick 
Co., VA - 17 Jun 2008) md (16 Dec 1939 
Winchester Co., VA) Edwin Keiter (12 Aug 
1917 - 16 Dec 2000) buried Mount Hebron 
Cemetery, Winchester, VA 
 
Joyce Fay Keiter (13 May 1942 
Winchester, VA) md (18 Jul 1970) Frederick 
McKay (15 Mar 1944 Winchester, VA ) 

Note:  All of the lineage information was 
submitted by the new members themselves. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
I am sure ready for spring. This winter has 
been long and cold. Hope yours was better 
than ours. 
 
Once again I would appeal to all of you to 
contribute to the newsletter and our Journal. 
These two items are the bloodlines of our 
association. I am sure there are stories 
passed down from our families we would like 
to share including any humorous anecdotes. 
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 It is time for renewal of our dues. Please 
support the HFFA with your renewal. 
 
 
While we were in Texas at the Mineola 
reunion someone had a lot of old pictures. 
Jon Frye would like to get in touch with that 
person in regard to their pictures. 
 
 On a sad note, we would like to extend our 
condolences to HFFA Director Philip Frye of 
Iowa in the loss of his wife Patricia. 
  
 I would like to welcome new members,  
William Calohan, Nina Calohan Thomas, 
Barbara Fisher, and Joyce McKay. 
 
 May God bless you and keep you. 

                                       Gordon Fry 

                                 Arkansas City, KS 

 
I  BEQUEATH 
 
Everyone who has done much genealogical 
research has run into apparent dead ends.  
We cannot find a document we KNOW 
exists and we know WHERE it should be.   
A brick wall!  Frustration!  
 
Some few years ago, my brother was 
traveling through a rural county in a state 
where some of our ancestors had lived five 
generations ago. (Names and places have 
been fictionalized to protect the ignorant.)  It 
was midday on a Friday when he reached 
the county courthouse where he believed 
some of our ancestors would have records.  
Among others, he thought an ancestor's will 
was probated in this county. 
    
The records were scattered in three different 
courthouse annexes (really, separate 
buildings) and it was a tedious search.  
Shortly before the offices closed, he picked 
up an index to probate records and checked 
its entries.  To his great delight, our g-g-g-g-
grandfather's name appeared.  His will had 
been submitted and scheduled for probate!  
Brother requested a copy and was told to go 
to another annex, pick up the copy, and 
return to that office to make payment.  

 
He quickly raced back and forth over a two-
block span, barely beating the clock.  When 
he actually got a chance to read what he 
was given, it was just the probate court 
minutes, not the transcript of the will he was 
hoping for.  The courthouse was now 
closed!  
 
On Monday, brother returned to the county 
courthouse and sought out the clerk who 
had made the copy.   He told her he needed 
the transcript of the actual will.  The clerk 
assured him they did not keep “things like 
that” in their county.   
  
Searching about to find some sort of way to 
find the sought after document, Brother 
asked her to tell him about what records 
they did have.  She then launched into a 
detailed dissertation on what all she had 
accomplished in her six year tenure, 
unboxing, examining, sorting, filing, and 
making available records that had not been 
accessed in years etc, etc, etc.   
Brother told her proudly that our family had 
been pioneers and involved in establishing 
that county many years ago. And he had 
hoped to find the contents of g-g-g-g-
grandfather's will.  He told her that her 
records showed the will had been probated 
in that county.  He then described just what 
he was looking for and said the will probably 
began with “I, _____ _____, being of sound 
mind, do bequeath the following . . .”  She 
replied, “Oh, then, you probably would be 
interested in the 'Bequeath Book'.”  
  
Yes!!  The will was there!  
 
So. . . if you are running into dead ends at 
courthouses, maybe you need to re-think 
your request.  Think in the terms of 
someone who has no idea about probate 
and wills, but who does know the records in 
her safekeeping, and that some of the 
records in her custody begin with the words:  
“I BEQUEATH. . .”  
                                         HELEN CRAIG 
                                             Eagle Lake, TX 
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 A MESSAGE FROM THE 
2011 REUNION CHAIRMAN 
I have been accumulating messages of 
intent for participation in the Frey Reunion 
2011.  As an update, having heard from 20 
different families, I am expecting a total of 
37 participants. 
 
Contacts have been made to investigate 
motels with a meeting room.  With this small 
number, there will be no need to have a bus. 
 Also, I have commenced the agenda but 
have not yet advanced to the stage of any 
further announcements. 
 
If there are any others who are considering 
attending, I would like to hear from you. 
 Please provide any topics of interest, such 
as suggestions appropriate for content of 
our meeting and region.  Also, especially for 
those members who are fairly distant, 
maybe you could provide family names of 
those who married into the Frey family who 
lived in the Frederick County region. 
 
When you send emails, it will help if you 
refer to the subject, “HFFA Reunion 2010.” 
 One message came in as “Junk” for some 
unknown reason.  Typically, I have been 
looking at “Junk” messages a couple of time 
per year or so.  So hopefully that subject title 
will identify the reunion topics from among 
my thousands of messages.  I try to respond 
to all messages as soon as possible.  Thus, 
if you do not hear back within a week, then it 
is possible that I never received your 
message, and please resend your message. 
 
Please send your letter via email, 
nschulze@cox.net, or postal service, 
 
Norm Schulze 
 12805 Knollbrook Drive 
 Clifton, VA 20124  
 
I live about 1.5 hours from Winchester, 
which is a central location for our meeting. 
 
 
                               Norman Schulze 
                                        Clifton, VA 
 

DESTINED TO BE A JUDGE  

I am sure we were all saddened by the 
death of the Georgian luge participant in the 
recent Olympics.  One of our cousins, Mark 
Friden of Star Lake, NY is an international 
and Olympic level luge official.  
Unfortunately, he was not chosen for this 
year’s Olympics, but perhaps he will in some 
future Olympiad. 

Recently Mark was asked by a local reporter 
about judging  luge competition.  He pointed 
out that it is not subjective like figure skating 
but is gravity driven.  Winners are 
determined by their times.  As an official, his 
responsibilities require record keeping and 
making sure the rules are followed so that all 
athletes compete on an equal basis.  Mark 
says, “We measure the temperature of the 
runners, weigh the sleds, weigh the athletes, 
take measurements of the sleds, make sure 
there’s no special advantages in any area.  
Like any sport, there are opportunities where 
people can cheat. The luge officials try to 
eliminate those opportunities.” 

Mark has led an interesting life that  included  
being employed for many years by Western 
and Delta Airlines with all the travel perks.  
He has been a competitive figure skater as 
well as a judge, accountant, and referee at 
figure skating competitions.  He was a rodeo 
competitor (bull riding, steer wrestling, and 
calf roping) and later became a rodeo judge.   

When he moved to Star Lake, which is 70 
miles from Lake Placid, NY (the home of two 
Winter Olympics), he became a judge for 
luge.  He hopes to start training to be a 
bobsled and skeleton official next year.   

He worked for ABC Television as a 
consultant at major figure skating 
championships for five years, including the 
1984 Olympic Winter Games in Sarajevo. 

Aside from being the town judge for Clifton, 
NY, and serving on many local boards 
(library and hospital boards for example) he 
is on the Board of the Library Trustees 
Association of New York State. 

    Contributed by Mark Friden 
      Star Lake, NY 
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Frye Family Cemetery 

Intermont, WV 

Located just off of Rt. 259 on the right on top 
of the embankment before entering Hardy 
County, WV. 
 

A. Raymond Cline: born Nov 2, 1809; died 
Nov 1, 1893; "Son of H.P. & M.F. Cline". 

B. Mary Cline: born Feb 4, 1902; died Feb 
4, 1892; "infant dau". 

C. Benjamin M.R. Early: born Nov 15, 
1875; died Jul 13, 1885; "Son of J.O. & 
R.F. Early” 

D. Charles W. Early: born Mar 28, 1877; 
died Feb 12, 1884; "Son of J.O. & R.F. 
Frye".  

E. Joseph H. Early: "Son of J.O. & R.F. 
Frye" 

F. Mary Marcie Frye Early: born Dec 
22,1866; died Oct 11,1879; "dau. of 
James & Rachael Frye" 

G. Rachael F. Early: died Mar 14, 1879; 
"Wife of James O. Early" "dau. of H.W. & 
Marcy Frye". 

H. A.J. Frye: born May 25, 1830; died Feb 
23, 1914. 

I. Abraham Frye: born Nov 29, 1784; died 
Sep 1, 1875; "Son of Henry & Hannah 
Frye". 

J. Abraham Frye: born Nov 22, 1836; died 
Dec 8, 1864; "Son of Henry W. & Marcy 
Frye". 

K. Benjamin Frye: born Jan 28, 1774; died 
Aug 22, 1874; "Son of Henry". 

L. Elizabeth Frye: born Sep 21, 1810; died 
Jun 28, 1832; "wife". 

M. Fanny Frye: born Jul 30, 1738; died Nov 
10, 1805. 

N. Fanny Frye: born Jun 17, 1798; died 
Aug 22, 1874. 

O. Hannah Frye: born 1776; died Aug 11, 
1824. 

P. Henry T. Frye: born Apr 7, 1801; died 
Jan 30, 1884. 

Q. Henry Frye, Sr.: born Aug 1725; died 
Apr 13, 1812. 

R. Henry Frye III: born Jul 28, 1762; died 
Apr 21, 1811; "Son of Henry & Fanny 
Frye". 

S. Henry Westfall Frye: born Apr 27, 1804; 
died Feb 6, 1896; "I have kept the faith, 
Dear Father, thou art gone, they toils are 

past, the victory is won, Thou art forever 
with the best". 

T. Isaac C. Frye: born Dec 15, 1884; died 
Dec 26, 1884; "Son of Isaac and Mary M. 
Frye". 

U. Isaac L. Frye: born Mar 10, 1823; died 
Feb 9, 1885. 

V. Marcy M. Frye: born Jun 29, 1809; died 
Nov 10, 1890; "Wife of Henry W. Frye" 
"Her last words were sweet rest Jesus. 
Mother, dear, thou now at home. Among 
angels fair above. But yet below thy child 
must roam, till command by his love". 

W. Mary Frye: born Nov 21, 1784; died Aug 
28, 1840. 

X. Mary M. Frye: born Nov 14, 1823; died 
May 10, 1901. 

Y. Mary M. Frye: born Dec 25, 1884; died 
Feb 8, 1885; "Daughter of Isaac and 
Mary M. Frye". 

Z. Rachael B. Frye: born Jan 24, 1849; 
died Apr 2, 1901; "Wife of John W. Frye" 
"She was a member of M.E.C.S and a 
devoted wife and mother". 

AA. Sallie Frye: born Jul 13, 1845; died Aug 
29, 1873; "Wife of William Frye". 

BB. William Frye 1st: born Feb 25, 1838; 
died Mar 21, 1885; "Son of H. W. & 
Marcy Frye". 

CC. Benjamin Moore: born 1768; died Sep 
8, 1849. 

DD. Mary M. Moore: born Jan 2, 1810; died 
Jan 8, 1838; "Wife of William Moore". 

EE. Sarah Frye Moore: born Mar 27, 1768; 
died Apr 20, 1834; "Daughter of Henry 
Frye". 

                             Submitted by  Gordon Fry 

Gordon is hoping to whet our appetite for the 
2011 reunion with information like this.  He 
knows many of us will enjoy some “cemetery 
time” and this one looks very interesting.  
Perhaps some of you who are familiar with 
the area we will be visiting in 2011 can send 
in some of your favorite family history sites 
that we can visit. 

Perhaps you may want to save this page for 
reference when you attend the reunion. 

Intermont, WV appears to be about 30 miles 
west of Winchester, WV.  It should take less 
than an hour to reach the cemetery from 
Winchester. 
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A Featured Fry 

We received a copy of a newsletter titled 
Wesley Towers Tapestry.  It is from a  
residence in Hutchinson, KS.  In the 
newsletter, one of our members, Mary 
Cooley Fry was featured.   She is the wife 
of the late Milton Fry (1923 – 2003), a 
former HFFA member. 

The article told about Mary’s training as a 
nurse in the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps during 
World War II.  At the same time, Milton 
served as a flight engineer with the Air 
Corps.   

Congratulations to them both for their 
service to our country during war time and 
congratulations to Mary for being  featured 
in the Wesley Towers Tapestry. 

                 Contributed by Shirley Coad 
                                             
                                 Mesa, AZ 

 

SEARCHING FOR FACTOIDS 

We are searching for small but interesting 
facts that you might have discovered in your 
family history.   Some things are interesting 
just by themselves, but not big enough for 
an entire article.   

For example: According to an article in the 
Shelby County, KY News, Robert, Henry & 
Jacob Fry were triplets  In 1927, the year 
they observed their 83rd birthday, they were 
the oldest living triplets in the United States. 

Their heritage by the way would be; Heinrich 
– Benjamin, - Jacob, -  Jacob Jr. -  Andrew 
Jackson Fry. 

Here is another FACTOID from my own 
heritage.   Henry Speers and Rebecca Frye 
had 13 children.  Usually, from such a list, 
only one of the children can be listed as one 
of your direct ancestors.  In this case, 
however, I can claim that three of their 
children are in my direct line of ancestry.   

Apollos Speers md Elizabeth Cooper 

Pleasant Speers md  William Ward 

Catherine Speers md John McCrory 

Noah, the son of Apollos md his first cousin 
Sarah Amanda Ward, the daughter of 
Pleasant.  In those days that was not 
particularly unusual.  It has happened in 
many of our families. 

Catherine’s great granddaughter, Margaret 
Torrance McClain md her 2nd cousin, once 
removed, Van Lawrence Speers.  He was 
the son of Noah and Sarah, mentioned 
above.   

Thus, siblings Apollos, Pleasant, and 
Catherine are in my direct line of ancestors.   

We would like to hear about other small 
tidbits from your family history.  Send them 
to Mike Speers.   My mailing and emailing 
addresses are listed on the last page of the 
newsletter.   

If you want to expand your story into a 
bigger article, that’s OK too.  Send it in.   

Another series that was initiated about a 
year ago in the newsletter involved asking 
what got you started in family history.  Here 
is another of those stories. 

PRODIGY LEADS TO ANCESTRY 

by Richard Frey 

As a child, I remember talking to my father’s 
oldest sister, Aunt Genevieve.  She would 
tell me about being raised in Breckenridge, 
Colorado with her extended Frey relatives. 
Unfortunately, I was too young to realize that 
I should have written these important facts 
down.  Aunt Genevieve died in 1964 and my 
dad died only 2 years later.   Several years 
after that I remember talking to my mother’s 
great aunt Gertrude Cossitt about her 
Cossitt family.  Again, I failed to write 
anything down. 

I got my first home computer around 1990 
and when it first became available, signed 
up for the online program called Prodigy.  
One day, while on Prodigy, I saw an 
advertisement for Family Tree Maker.  It 
looked interesting and I placed an order.  
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That got me started with my genealogy 
research. 

 My first data came from inquiries with living 
relatives.  After that I had to do research of 
birth, death and marriage records along with 
information on grave markers as well as 
contacting funeral homes to see what 
information they got from family members at 
the time of a death. 

Since my last name is Frey, I was very 
curious about my Frey ancestors.  For many 
years I was up against a brick wall once I 
got to my great grandfather Smith Frey.  A 
2nd cousin and I who were doing similar 
research came to the conclusion that he 
must have died between 1880 when the 
census was taken and 1885 when his wife 
remarried.   Since the first name of Smith is 
quite unusual, I continued to Google the 
name with the hope that something would 
come up on him.  Nothing ever did.  About 
two years ago, this 2nd cousin found a 
Smith Frey in the 1900 census for Sedgwick 
County, Colorado.  The year and state of 
birth matches, but the occupation was 
different.  Further research confirmed that 
this was, in fact, my great grandfather.  He 
and my great grandmother had been 
divorced and he moved with his new wife to 
a different part of Colorado.   

I now knew a little more of my Frey 
ancestors, but going back only 3 or 4 
generations was not enough.  That is why I 
had Family Tree DNA conduct tests on me.  
These test results linked me with a distant 
cousin, Bruce Frey who lives in Ohio.  
Cousin Bruce then showed me where I fit in 
the line of descendents of Heinrich Frey.  

As for my mother’s Cossitt ancestors, I 
found the Cossitt Family Association around 
2000 with a simple Google search.  
Currently I am the Treasurer of this 
Association and their Webmaster. 

Just think what that one advertisement on 
Prodigy started for me.  I have not only 
purchased 6 different upgrade versions of 
Family Tree Maker, I will probably be 
purchasing their next version that comes out 
and is compatible with Windows 7 as I 
recently upgraded to that operating system. 

                       Richard Wesley Frey 

                                        Fresno, CA 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

BALANCE ON 1/1/2010 $3000.32 

 

Income:  

     Membership $1350.00 

     Back Journals $    67.00 

     Other $      5.00 

INCOME TOTAL $1422.00 

 

Expenses:  

     Back Journals $      9.80 

     Membership $    64.24 

EXPENSE TOTAL $    74.04 

  

BALANCE FEB.18,2010 $4348.28 

 

Expected expenses in 2010: 

Newsletter: Four issues to come out 
in 2010,    Feb., May., Aug., Nov. 

         Approximate Expense  $450.00 

Journal:  Three issues to come out 
in 2010,   

       Approximate Expense  $3600.00 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

         Mike Speers, HFFA Treasurer 
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HFFA OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
 
President: Gordon Fry 
4 Crestwood Drive 
Arkansas City, KS 67005 
Gfry1@cox.net 
 
Vice-President:  Gene Frye 
2127 Bristow Ave. 
Kansas City, KS  66103 
fryetravel@aol.com 
 
Secretary:  Helen Staiger 
240Duffy Lane 
Slippery Rock, PA  16057 
helen.staiger@sru.edu 
 
Treasurer:  Mike Speers 
10470 Penniman Dr. 
Chardon, OH  44024 
Speers.rvrose.mike@gmail.com 
 
Director at Large: Helen Craig 
115 Laughlin Rd. 
Eagle Lake, TX 77434 
khcraig@sbcglobal.net 
 
Director at Large:  Phillip Frye 
2381 Vermont St. 
Bussey, IA  50044 
plfrye@iowatelecom.net 
 
Director at Large:  Wilbur Frye 
21966 Dolores St.  Apt. 128 
Castro Valley, CA  94546 
wcf@fryedev.com 
 
Director at Large:  Harry Morrison 
1149 Hillview Dr. 
Abingdon, VA  24210 
Harry.morrison@comcast.net 
 
Director at Large: Anne Pasieka 
414 West Hawthorne St. 
Arlington Hts., IL 60004 
Anne1001@aol.com 
 
Immediate Past President 
Historian: 
Charles Burgess 
3687 Kent Dr. 
Naples, FL 34112 
Cburgess@aol.com 

 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Archives:  Gordon Fry 
4 Crestwood Drive 
Arkansas City, KS 67005 
Gfry1@cox.net 
 
Journal Editor:  Jon Frye 
4356 Chippewa Trail 
Jamestown, OH  45335 
(no email) 
937 – 675 – 6455 
 
Membership Chairman:  Marti Frye 
308 Bellevue Plantation Rd. 
Lafayette, LA  70503-6056 
mfrye@bellsouth.net 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Speers 
10470 Penniman Dr. 
Chardon, OH  44024 
Speers.rvrose.mike@gmail.com 
 
Links Book Coordinator:  Wilbur Frye 
21966 Dolores St. Apt 128 
Castro Valley, CA  94546 
wcf@fryedev.com 
 
Reunion Chair – 2011: Norman Schulze 
12805 Knollbrook Dr. 
Clifton, VA  20124 
nschulze@cox.net 
 
Web Master:  Christopher D. Frye 
1015 Abbey Lane 
Boise, ID  83705 
web@hfrey.org 
 
 
 
$25 dues are paid annually in January 
 
Dues and address changes should be sent 
to Marti Frye at address above.  Dues may 
be paid for multiple years.  Make checks 
payable for $25.00 (per year) to HFFA.  
Membership is on a calendar year basis.  
New members are asked to send a copy of 
their direct line from Heinrich Frey to our 
President, address shown above.  
Membership includes four issues of the 
Newsletter and two of the Journal each year. 
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